
Shell Stitch Pet Cowl
Sizes:Toy-Giant Breed

EASY

Notes:
This cowl pattern is great for 
customizing.  We recommend you 
measure the neck circumference and 
your dogs girth before starting your 
cowl.  We also recommend you select 
your size based off of your dog’s  

 SHOPPING LIST
	 Yarn (worsted)

	 Mary Maxim Woodlands

	 [3.5 ounces, 200 yards  

	 (100 grams, 183 meters) per ball:

	 	 Brown Heather

  1 skein for Toy - Medium Breed Dogs 

  2 skeins for Large-Giant Breed Dogs

	  

   Crochet Hook
	 	 Size H (5.0 mm) 

	 or size needed for gauge

SIZE INFORMATION 
Sizes: Toy Breed , Small Breed, 
Medium Breed, Large Breed, Giant 
Breed

GAUGE INFORMATION
15 sts and 11 rows to 4” [10 cm]
measured over Shell Stitch using  
suggested needles or any size
needles which will give the correct 
stitch gauge.

STITCH GUIDE
ch	 chain
st(s)	 stitch(es)
SC	 single crochet
DC	 double crochet
sk	 Skip 
cm	 centimeters
mm	 millimeter
rep	 repeat

girth measurements.  If you need  
to adjust your cowl’s size we 
suggest modifying the stitches in 
your foundation chain and the  
ammount of stitches in each shell.  

Thank you for crafting with us.  



INSTRUCTIONS:
Work the foundation chain in 
multiples of 6.  We recommend ch 12 
for toy breeds, 18 ch for small breeds, 
ch 24 for medium, ch 30 large breeds 
and , ch 36 for giant breeds.  These 
are only recommended sizes and this 
garment can be adjusted to best fit 
your dogs girth and collar length.  

Shell Stitch
Row 1:  5 DC in the 3rd ch from the 
end, Sc in the 3rd st from the hook 
(6th ch from the end), 5 DC in the 3rd 
st from the hook (9th st from the end), 
SC in the 3rd st from the hook (12th 
ch from the end.  Rep to the end, turn.   

Row 2:  Ch 3 (counts as a stitch, now 
and throughout the pattern), 2 DC 
into the same st, SC into the 3rd st 
from the end (the middle st of the 
shell in the previous row), 5 DC into 
the 3rd st from the hook (SC in the 
previous row), rep until the end, 3 DC 
in the last st, turn.  

Toy Breed Dogs
Ch 12 (foundation Ch) 
Row 1: SC in each foundation ch, turn.  
Row 2:  Ch 4, DC in 3rd Ch from the 
end, (Ch1, Sk 1 St, DC) rep. to the end, 
turn.  

Work Shell Stitch:  Ch 3, Rep row 1 
and 2 of the shell stitch until you have 
2 inches (6 rows) end on Row 2 of the 
shell stitch, then begin shaping for 
the curve.  

Small Breed Dogs 
Ch 18 (foundation Ch) 
Row 1: SC in each foundation ch, turn.  
Row 2:  Ch 4, DC in 3rd Ch from the 
end, (Ch1, Sk 1 St, DC) rep. to the end, 
turn.  

Work Shell Stitch:  Ch 3, Rep. rows 1 
and 2 of the shell stitch until you have 
4 inches (12 rows), end on Row 2 of 
the shell stitch, then begin shaping 
for the curve.  

Medium Breed Dogs 
Ch 24 (foundation Ch) 
Row 1: SC in each foundation ch, turn.  
Row 2:  Ch 4, DC in 3rd Ch from the 
end, (Ch1, Sk 1 St, DC) rep. to the end, 
turn.  

Work Shell Stitch:  Ch 3, Rep rows 1 
and 2 of the shell stitch until you have 
6 inches (18 rows) then begin shaping 
for the curve.   

Large Breed Dogs 
Ch 30 (foundation Ch) 
Row 1: SC in each foundation ch, turn.  
Row 2:  Ch 4, DC in 3rd Ch from the 
end, (Ch1, Sk 1 St, DC) rep. to the end, 
turn.  

Work Shell Stitch:  Ch 3, Rep. rows 1 
and 2 of the shell stitch until you have 
8 inches (24 rows) then begin shaping 
for the curve.  

Giant Breed Dogs 
Ch 36 (foundation Ch) 
Row 1: SC in each foundation ch, turn.  
Row 2:  Ch 4, DC in 3rd Ch from the 
end, (Ch1, Sk 1 St, DC) rep. to the end, 
turn.  

Work Shell Stitch:  Ch 3, Rep. row 1 
and 2 of the shell stitch until you 
have 10 inches (30 rows) then begin 
shaping for the curve.  

Shaping for the curve

Toy Breed Dogs
Row 1:  CH 1, SC in the back loop 
only in the next 2 sts, then continue 
working Shell Stitch, turn

Row 2:  Continue working in Shell 
Stitch in the first 9 st, SC in the back 
loop only in the last 3 sts, turn

Repeat and work until the ribbed length 
reaches slightly smaller than the neck 
circumference 4-8 Inches, then continue 
in Shell stitch until desired length.  We 
recomend 2 inches.  

Small Breed Dogs
Row 1:  CH 1, SC in the back loop 
only in the next 2 sts, then continue 
working Shell Stitch, turn

Row 2:  Continue working in Shell 
Stitch in the first 15 st, SC in the back 
loop only in the last 3 sts, turn

work until the ribbed length reaches 
slightly smaller than the neck 
circumference 8-14 Inches then, 
continue in shell stitch until desired 
length.  We recomend 4 inches.  

Medium Breed Dogs
Row 1:  CH 1, SC in the back loop 
only in the next 5 sts, then continue 
working Shell Stitch, turn

Row 2:  Continue working in Shell 
Stitch in the first 18 st, SC in the back 
loop only in the last 6 sts,

work until the ribbed length reaches 
slightly smaller than the neck 
circumference 10-22 Inches then, 
continue in shell stitch until desired 
length.  We recomend 6 inches.  

Large Breed Dogs
Row 1:  CH 1, SC in the back loop 
only in the next 11 sts, then continue 
working Shell Stitch, turn

Row 2:  Continue working in Shell 
Stitch in the first 18 st, SC in the back 
loop only in the last 12 sts,

work until the ribbed length reaches 
slightly smaller than the neck 
circumference16-30 Inches then, 
continue in shell stitch until desired 
length.  We recomend 8 inches.  



Giant Breed Dogs
Row 1:  CH 1, SC in the back loop 
only in the next 11 sts, then continue 
working Shell Stitch, turn

Row 2:  Continue working in Shell 
Stitch in the first 24 st, SC in the back 
loop only in the last 12 sts,

work until the ribbed length reaches 
slightly smaller than the neck 
circumference 24-36 Inches then, 
continue in shell stitch until desired 
length.  We recomend 10 inches

Finishing your work  
Finish your dog cowl by weaving in 
ends and sewing on buttons (use the 
Ch1, Sk 1 St, DC as button holes).  We 
used 1 inch buttons that easily slid 
through our stitches and secured our 
cowl.  We suggest tacking all three 
sides of the bottom triangle of your 
cowl so the garment keeps its shape 
while your dog moves and plays.  

We have made every effort to ensure that these instructions are accurate and complete. We cannot be responsible for 
misinterpretation or errors in individual work. Any corrections that are discovered, will be posted on our website.

Copyright © 2016 by Mary Maxim, Inc. All rights reserved. This publication is protected under federal copyright laws. Reproduction 
or distribution of this publication or any other Mary Maxim publication, including publications which are out of print, is prohibited 

unless specifically authorized. This includes, but is not limited to, any form of reproduction or distribution on or through the Internet, 
including posting, scanning or e-mail transmission.

2001 Holland Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060;

75 Scott Ave., Paris, Ontario, CANADA N3L 3G5

Printed in USA	 06/16	 Copyright by Mary Maxim

Yarn Imported


